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A Simple Equation! 


When you think of Apples... 

...think of Advantage! 

Ad^Antage 

Computers Ltd. 

380-9988 








































Victoria Macintosh Users Group 


R 3 


President's Pad 


Well I haven’t being doing much on 
my Mac lately but it has been and 
still is a great summer! Now that 
fall is just around the corner, it’s 
time for everyone to get serious 
about the October VMUG 
ELECTIONS. Think about if you 
can play a role in the running of 
your User Group! And, as much as 
Greg, Ivan, and myself would like to 
continue it is absolutely essential 
that we have new people, new ideas, 
new emphasis, new directions, and 
new energy in the executive. We 
need people to stand for the 
following positions President, 
Vice-President, Treasurer, 
Membership, Meeting Chairman/ 
Presentations, Librarian, 

Newsletter Editor, and Advertising. 
Don't feel that you will be out in the 
cold, the current executive is more 
than willing to assist the new 
executive and 
there will be 
the position of 
Past-President. 

Don’t hold back 
from running for a position because 
you don’t feel you have the 
knowledge or expertise. Do you 
think any of us felt we did, NO, we 
just had a desire to see VMUG grow 
and be a great User Group. So what 
can you do??? 

At the last meeting, Chris Hvid 
gave a very informative and well 
received presentation on the 
HyperCard Jason Project Stack and 
on other HyperCard stacks that he 
has been working on. Chris, I 
thought, did a great job of 
addressing all levels of interest and 
gave some insights into the human 
engineering involved in developing 
HyperCard stacks. I would very 




This newsletter was 
created on 4 megabyte 
Macintosh SE with 60 
megs of hard-drive, using 
Ready-Set-Go 4.5 
(provided by Letraset to 
the user 
group) and 
printed on a 
General 
Computers 
Personal 
Laser Printer. 



much like to have Chris give 
another presentation sometime in 
the future. 


For the September meeting Gerry 
Morgan from the Greater Victoria 
School Board will give us another 
look at HyperCard. When I talked 
to him on the phone he sounded 
pretty enthusiastic about the work 
they have been doing with 
HyperCard and have several 
programs to demo its capabilities. 
Tools for Conceptualization is a new 
class of software that you can learn 
more about at the meeting. 

The desire for Saturday morning 
help sessions was mentioned to me 
at the last meeting. Whatever the 
outcome of the October elections, I 
am planning to push for more of 
these. I think that anyone who 
attended the two that we did have, 
this spring, got some value from 

them. But, to have them 
we need help, both people 
who need help 
and those that 
can give help. 
In addition, it 
would be highly 
beneficial if someone would run 
them or do a tutorial on a particular 
subject. So once again what can you 
do! Experts come at all levels!! 



We also have many new members to 
acknowledge, including several from 
out of town, Mill Bay, Nanaimo, and 
Port Alberni. We don’t have an 
information pack to give you but 
welcome to the User Group (perhaps 
someone would like to make one??). 

I do not have a graph of how we 
have grown, but last August we had 
15 paid up members, we now have 
approximately 100 members! 

Konrad is back from, I’m sure an all 
too short, holiday and is raring to go 
on preparations for the MacFair on 
November 3rd. If you have 
anything to contribute PLEASE 
contact him at 384-7505. 


So with this membership base of 
100 members we have lots of 
talented people and should have a 
great election and a great new 
executive after October! 


Now that I have said all this what 
am I going to say next month? See 
you at the meeting! 

Robin 



MUG NEWS SERVICE 


Eleven Misteaks That New 
Computer Users Make 

by Lois Silverman, UAUG 

1. Buying the wrong computer 
and hardware. Don’t buy the 
most powerful computer if a 
smaller model will do. As in 
cars, there are different models 
with different capabilities. 
Determine what you want a 
computer to do for you. If you 
are a novice and don’t want to 
take the time to learn, a 
smaller, more “user-friendly” 
model might be for you. If you 
wish to do office work and wish 
to invest time in learning, a 
more powerful computer may 
be for you. Remember that 
most computers can be 
expanded to include more 
powerful features. 

2. Thinking one computer will 
last you forever. Be aware that 
you may eventually have to 
trade-up to another more 
powerful computer as you 
become more skilled. You 
would not buy a twelve-speed 
racing bike to a three-year-old 
nor would you expect the 
three-year-old to continue 
using a tricycle as he grows 
older. As one’s needs grow, a 
computer will be outgrown and 
need to be traded-in for a new, 
more powerful model. 

3. Buying and attempting to learn 
too many programs at once. 
Don’t get overly ambitious 
since you may become 
frustrated with the overload. 
Master a couple of simple 
applications at First. This will 
teach you a lot about getting 
around your computer. 
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TESSERACT SOFTWARE LTD. 

204-1483 Douglas Street 
Victoria B.C. V8W 3K4 
Ph: 382-DISK Fax:386-2515 


BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIALS! 

During September 

All Students* Get 15 % ^ Macintosh Software 

Word Processors $ Grammar Checkers $ ProofReaders ^ Spell Checkers 
Chinese, Japanese 8c Russian Word Processors 
Spreadsheets * Programming Languages ♦ Databases ^ Graphing 

Drafting $ Graphics $ Design 
Utilities 

and (of course) Games 

Come In and See Why We Want to be YOUR Mac Software Store 


•Valid Student ID Required for discount to apply 


This Discount cannot be added to or 
or Student discounts for 


applied with other user group 
the same item. 



11 Mistakes... (cont'd) 

4. Buying new programs rather 
than using the full potential of 
those you already have, if you 
simply operate an application 
according to what you see in the 
manual, you are probably 
missing a lot of capability. 
Almost every program has 
hidden features and ways to 
utilize existing features in 
imaginative ways. Milk that old 
program dry before you move on 
to the promises of new 
programs. 

5. Not analyzing what tasks you 
will do on your computer before 
buying software. If you don’t, 
you may buy an overpriced 
program loaded with features 
you’ll never use in order to do 
some simple task. 

6. Not reading the manual. Many 
problems may be solved, and 
time and energy saved, if you 
read the manuals. 


7. Not practicing. Most frustrated 
computer owners don’t practice 
and play enough. Don’t only 
operate your computer when 
you have an important task at 
hand. Practice play a few 
minutes every day. 

8. Not backing up your programs 
and files. If you copy your 
applications so you have at least 
two copies available of a 
program, you can do anything 
you want to your copy of that 
disk. If you do the worst, what 
damage have you done? 
Absolutely none since you can 
then simply reinsert another 
copy of the program or file. 

9. Not relaxing and enjoying. 
Become comfortable and relaxed 
with your machine. There is 
little you can do to the 
hardware, and if you back up 
your software, you can do no 
damage. So sit back and relax 
and enjoy 


10. Going it alone and not joining a 
users’ group. There is so much 
to learn that it is hard for one 
person to teach herself. Don’t be 
stubborn, ask for help. Even the 
most skilled computer hacker 
was once a novice. The users’ 
group is a valuable resource for 
support and encouragement. 

11. Not saving routinely and 
periodically Murphy’s Law 
holds true. What can go wrong 
does go wrong. If the power goes 
out, you turn off the computer, 
or accidentally erase a file, that 
data you so painstakingly typed 
into the computer is lost unless 
you saved the file to disk. And if 
it’s important enough, save the 
work on two different disks. So 
SAVE. SAVE, SAVE. 

This article has been adapted from 
many similar articles from many 
sources. 

Reprinted from Upstate Apple Users 
Group News , May 1990 
MUG NEWS SERVICE , 1990 
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Wired World 

Alright, I admit it. I was nervous about getting a 
modem. Yes, cost was a factor, but there was more to 
it than that. 

First, though, what about cost? Number one: it 
doesn’t cost anything to operate a modem (unless you 
subscribe to a pay service or make long distance 
calls). It does cost something to buy a modem. How 
much? I thought it would be $350 - $450 for 
something worthwhile. Too much. How about $49 
plus something fora cable? Try A&B Sound. Of 
course, that’s for a 1,200 baud type. But so what? 
Who needs speed when you’re probably never going to 
dial a long distance number anyway? 

But, as I said, there was more to it than that. I was 
nervous. Why? Because when you get out there, 
dancing around on the phone lines, you’re in public, 
that’s why You know—one wrong move and you are 
going to make a fool of yourself! Everyone will know! 
Your friends, your enemies, and worst of all those 13 
year old geniuses who know what they’re doing! 

Pretty nightmarish stuff, eh? Not only that, but you 
might fry your System or, worse, pick up a virus! 

Now, actually, none of this is going to happen. These 
are all the warblings of an insecure mind. Here’s the 
way it really works. 

You get this cheap modem, see? After all, a modem is 
a modem is a modem, right? Plug it in. Connect it to 
the phone line. You have a phone don’t you? Install 
your communications software. (See Ivan, our disk 
librarian, for a copy of ZTerm, an excellent shareware 
program.) It comes with full documentation. Set a 
few parameters, punch in a couple of phone numbers, 
and away you go. Where to? 

Reach for the Dial menu. Click on it. There it is, a 
nice little list: (say) Advantage, Public Library, The 
Way. This last is about as friendly as you can get. 

The Macintosh Way (388-4183) is the name of our 
very own Bulletin Board Service (BBS), run by our 
very own Ivan Good, or at least by that old Mac Plus 
he used to keep in the cupboard. Drag down to The 
Way and release. Up will come a window, the 
program will dial the number and keep you informed 
of its progress. If the line is busy, it will tell you it’s 
busy and keep trying at intervals you can determine. 
Or cancel and play another game of solitaire while * 
you wait. 

Eventually, you will connect. Follow the instructions 
on the screen. First time up, it will ask you some 
questions. First name, last name, city, code name. 
Your personal code name is a deeply held secret 
between you and The Way. It will prevent some other 
person coming on line, pretending to be you, and 
leaving rude messages for all to see. 

When you first log on, you are given 5 minutes access 
time. You will be asked to validate yourself for 
further access. This involves answering some more 
questions so that the system operator (sysop) can 
cneck you out—no pseudonyms, please. Eventually 
you will be cleared for 40 minutes access time. 

continued on P. 6... 


The Victoria Macintosh 
Users Group 

Presents the 

VICTORIA MACINTOSH 
COMPUTER FAIR 

November 3*1990 

GARTH HOMER CENTRE 
813 Darwin Avenue 
Victoria 


Equipment Displays 

New Software 

User Demonstrations 

PD Software Sales 

Graphics 

Midi 

Cad 

On-Line Services 
Desktop Video 
Mac in Education 





For information call: 384 - 7505 
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Wired... - (cont'd) 

Advantage Computers 5 BBS 
(383-5551) has some hundreds of 
users listed and lots of.... I’ll stop 
there, you check it out. 

Public Library 
(388-4944) is, you 
guessed it, the 
very same 
catalogue you can 
schlepp through 
down at your local 
branch, jostling 
with all those 13 
year old geniuses. Next time you’re 
there at the library (the physical 
one, not the virtual one), pick up a 
copy of their brochure called 
“dial-up access”. You can’t miss it, 
it’s bright yellow and contains a lot 
of very useful info about their data 
base and how to get the most out of 
it. 

As for frying your System, well, 
none of this has anything to do with 
your System, so don’t worry about 
it. And as for picking up a virus, 
logging on just won’t do it, nor will 
sending or reading messages; and 
downloading a program from a 
reputable BBS is no more 
dangerous than taking home Ivan’s 
disk of the month. And if that isn’t 
good enough, run everything 
through a virus detection utility 
You can get one from your local 
BBS. 

It’s a wired, wired, wired, wired 
world out there. Have fun. Beep! 

Tom Masters 



What did you do 
to make this 
edition of the 
newsletter better 
than the last, or 
did you leave it to 
SOMEONE 
ELSE? Too bad, 
he can’t help us 
anymore — now 
it’s your turn. 


Uictoria Macintosh Users Group 



Bytes & Pieces 

Thanks to Ray Huxley and Tom 
Masters who both contributed to the 
newsletter this month, (it’s just as 
well as the Mac News Service disk 
hasn’t arrived again). Ray, a 
member from Port Alberni, sent me 
a letter about using Apple File 
Exchange, but I’m going to 
incorporate it into my article since 
I’ve been doing some playing with 
this program as well. 

For those of you not familiar with 
Apple File Exchange, it is a program 
that works in much the same fashion 
as Font/D A Mover, and allows you to 
access files written by other 
computers (on 3.5" disks). If you 
have an 800K drive on your Mac, you 
can read and write Apple ProDOS 
(Apple l/e) files. If you have the 
FDHD or SuperDrives, you can read 
and write (hopefully - more on that 
later) to IBM formatted disks as 
well. In each case, an option under 
FILE on the menubar allows you to 
initialize disks in the desired format 
as well. The program comes with 
various translators that work quite 
well — I’ve had great success 
translating AppleWorks word 
processor files into MS Works 
documents. 

You may have noticed that the 
description of my equipment 
changed recently. I upgraded to a 
newer SE with the SuperDrives so 
that I could access MS DOS data. 
Well, the Apple File Exchange 
program allowed me to read the files 
easily. The problem came when I 
tried to write a modified version of 
one of those files back to the disk. 


Upon returning to the IBM, the nice 
new shiny disk was now 
unreadable! After a frustrating 
series of formats, writes and failed 
reads, I came to the decision that it 
wasn’t me, but my machine. Apple 
Canada, in Toronto was phoned, 
and the person there promptly 
replied, “Oh, yes, that’s a known 
problem. Take it to your dealer and 
have the faulty drive replaced.” A 
rule of thumb on dealing with 
people on the phone — always get 
the name of the person on the other 
end of the phone, and write it down 
— but that didn’t happen and now 
no one wants to admit to having 
said this and I am still waiting to 
find out what the problem is, so if 
you have a suggestion, I’d 
appreciate hearing a solution. 

There are other programs available, 
MacLink Plus/Bridge 1.0, that offer 
you more choices in the translators 
available, and the newest version of 
Mac Write (//) comes with a number 
of these. 

There are alternatives to using this 
method. Where you don’t have 
access to 3.5" disks on the “other” 
machine, I have had success in 
connecting the two machines via a 
the serial ports, using your handy 
communication software on the Mac 
to capture data that is printed on 
the other computer, and it sends it 
to the Mac, thinking it’s a line 
printer, in ASCII format. This 
means that you'll have to do a little 
cleaning up when you are done, it 
does work well in a pinch. 

Greg Ruffell §g. 
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BBS’s in Victoria 

There are now two Macintosh BBS’s 
(Bulletin Board Services) in town. 
These are provided for the use of 
those with computers and modems 
as a place to get and give help, send 
and receive shareware programs and 
leave electronic mail for other users. 

Advantage BBS - 383-5551 

Macintosh Way BBS - 388-4183 

Both run up to 2400 BAUD, and the 
usual settings of No Parity - 8 data 
bits -1 stop bit - Full duplex. 

Many of the members are now using 
modems on a regular basis, and with 
the new software packages, it is 
becoming a joy to communicate via 
Modem. Again, you do not have to 
worry about viruses — they cannot 
infect your system by dialling up a 
service. Most BBS operators are 
very careful to check that the 
programs available for downloading 
are free of any ‘bugs’! 

Advantage BBS has a special section 
of their board set aside for registered 
VMUG members where mail for 
other members and uploads to the 
executive or items for the newsletter 
may be placed. To gain access to 
this section, leave a message to the 
SYSOP 



QUALITY DSDD DISKS 

Available at the incredibly 
LOW price of $1 per Disk 
(for VMUG Members only) 



See Ivan at the Meeting. 

Available in packs of 1 O with 
labels, individually without labels. 


Want Ads 

Wanted: We are always looking 
for bits and pieces of info we can 
pass on. Questions, tips, rumors, 
hints, reviews, anything that you’d 
like to tell other Mac users. Use 
your Mac, write it down and pass it 
along to VMUG. All contributions 
will be greatly appreciated. 



VMUG Policies 

The VMUG Newsletter is a monthly 
publication of the Victoria Macintosh Users 
Group and is distributed free to all members. 
The entire contents of the VMUG Newsletter 
are © 1989. Other Macintosh User Groups 
may reproduce articles provided credit is 
given to the author and VMUG. 

The VMUG Newsletter is an independent 
publication not affiliated or otherwise 
associated with or sponsored or sanctioned by 
Apple Computer, Inc. or Apple Canada Inc. 
The opinions, statements, positions and views 
stated herein are those of the author(s) or 
publisher and are not intended to be the 
opinions, statements, positions or views of 
Apple Computer, Inc. or Apple Canada Inc. 

Please note that any of the product names 
etc. mentioned in this newsletter are 
copyrightand/orregisteredtrademarks 
(©/®/™) owned or licensed by the respective 
company. In particular Apple ™, Macintosh®, 
Image-Writer®, LaserWriter®, Mac® are 
registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. 

Submissions on any subject relevant to the 
Macintosh, or computing in general are 
welcome. The deadline for submissions and 
advertising is the 4th Thursday of the month, 
two weeks after the regular monthly meeting. 
Contact the Editor directly for details. 


Advertising Rates 

FullPaga... 

HalfPage.. 

QuarterPage. 

Eight hPage.... 

BusinessCard. 

Unclassified.. 


.$40.00 

.$20.00 

.$10.00 

.$5.00 

..$ 2.00 

.FreetoMembers 


Victoria Macintosh Users Group 

The Victoria Macintosh Users Group is an 
informal group of people with an interest in 
the Apple™ Macintosh®. Membership is open 
to all. Individual or family membership is 
$20 a year, guests are welcome to sample a 
meeting or two for $ 1 per meeting. 

VMUG does not condone in any way, the 
illegal copying of copyright computer 
programs and will not tolerate such practise 
at any user group function. 

Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of each 
month, in the library of the James Bay 
Community$chqol, 140 Oswego Street, 
Victoria. Meetings start at 7:30 PM. 


Directors and Contacts 


Robin Tamasi 
Ivan Good 

Greg Ruffell 

Terry Boorman 
Cym Williams 
Jim Lodge 
Konrad Kordosky 


President 

652-3588 

Vice-President 
PD Librarian 
388-5634 
Editor/Publisher 
479-4011 
Member Check-In 
Meeting Notes 
Ads & Telephoning 
Macintosh Fair 


Direct all correspondence to: 

Victoria Macintosh Users Group 
PO. Box 5397, Stn. B 
Victoria, B.C., 

V8R 6S4 §€. 




























































The PD Folder 


Feed Me - If youve seen the 
movie “Little Shop Of Horrors”, 
you will remember the bellowing 
request to “FEED ME” made by 
the Plant. Well, this little 
program installs that “sound” 
into the Macs high memory so 
every time the message “Please 
insert disk” comes up, you hear 
your Mac shout ‘TEED ME”. 
Note this is not an Init, and 
must be run each time you start 
up your Mac. 

Influence - Is a wonderful 
Macintosh game. It’s a Chinese 
version of oword & Sorcerer. It 
can be played solitaire, or as a 
Person vs Person game. It has 
really fantastic graphics and 
great sounds. This one is 
guaranteed to keep you at your 
Mac for hours. 

Lucky Number - Is a DA that 
takes the worry out of picking 
the wrong Lottery numbers. 

Now you have your own 
quick-pick calculator, right on 
your Mac. Simply install in your 
System with Font/DA Mover. 


Shanghai Demo - This is a very 
good limited Demo of Activision’s 
great game. It only lets you play 
solitaire, with no game saving, 
but the great grapnics and 
smooth play are well worth it. 

WordSmith is hard to describe by 
using other, more familiar, 
games as references. It’s really 
quite different from any I’ve 
seen. You are given a random 
array of letters with which you 
are to form as many words as 
possible, usually within a given 
time. The game is simple, and 
yet challenging. It requires a 
different perspective and an 
unusual way of thinking. Even 
so, a sharp mind will master the 
skill quickly. 

Panic Button - Don’t want to get 
caught playing games on your 
Mac by your IBM neighbors, this 
little on DA is for you. Lets you 
blank out the screen, or you can 
create your own fake screens for 
any emergency. Full 
instructions included. 


The NeXT Kit - With this and a 
few other highly recommended 
Init/CDEV’s, your Mac can be 
made to look like a Mac might 
look if Steve Jobs were still at 
Apple. All that’s required is 
ResEdit and a little patience. 
Each “NeXT” modification is 
designed to be a “stand-alone” or 
installed as a complete “Kit”. 
Once your in ResEdit simply 
pick and choose what you like! 
Complete instructions included. 

RamDisk+ - features: 
automatically creates a RAM 
disk volume and copies over files 
and folders. Optionly switches 
control to the RAM disk and 
ejects the startup floppy. 
MultiFinder is automatically 
started when MultiFinder is 
copied to the RAMdisk. 

Optionly runs an additional 
program without returning to 
the Finder. Optionly installs a 
“Crash Saver” to continue from 
BOMBs. Works with HFS file 
systems on Mac 512 or MFS file 
systems on Mac 512 (E), Mac 
Plus, Mac SE, and Mac II. 


(DiskOfTheMonth) SEPTEMBER. 


14 items 


723 K in disk 


46 K available 



0 



Feed Me! INFLUENCE Shanghai Demo (DOM)Sept.txt 






BlackForest 


y—jjRrr s 


Architect 




The NExt Kit RamDisk+2.08 


x-—■Cr-fr’- a 


FolderMaker Lucky-Number Panic Button 


n 

VordSmith 




TidBITS 90/05/14 TidBITS 90/07/30 


<B> 


<J> 


a 


BlackForest - a PostScript 
LaserWriter font. It is freeware, 
and it is a Typel font, so it is 
ATM (Adobe Type Manager) 
compatible. 

Architect - a PostScript 
LaserWriter font. It is freeware, 
and it is a Tyoel font, so it is 
ATM (Adobe Type Manager) 
compatible. Architect font is 
almost Identical to Adobes new 
Tekton font which is similar to 
the type of hand printing that 
you see on architectural 
drawings. 

Folder Maker - A DA that lets 
you make folders on disks, in 
other folders, without having to 
quit an application. Simply 
install in your System with 
Font/DA Mover. 

TidBits - The principle behind 
TidBits is that everyone has too 
many things to read and too 
much information to keep up 
with. TidBits records, 
summarizes, and references 
interesting information 
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Hard Drive Break-up 

by Fred Showker 

These are the days of the large 
storage hard drives. And with 
these new behemoths come a whole 
new collection of problems. One 
problem you’ll notice right away is 
the amount of time it may take to 
do some operations. Our recent 
purchase of a lOOMeg Rodime 
internal drive prompted some 
changes in the way we approach 
storage organization. 

Someone gave us the tip to partition 
the drive. Partitioning your drive 
will have the effect of dividing your 
drive into smaller drives. There are 
numerous software packages that 
can perform this feat for you - the 
one we use is from the Symantic 
Utilities package. SUM Partition 
allocates space on your hard drive 
to your specified sizes and creates a 
hard, software block of storage. We 
broke our drive into three drives: a 
20 and two 40s. On the desktop or 
at start-up, we can mount or 
unmount these at will. These 
drives appear as icons just as if they 
were daisy-chained external drives. 

Probably the most important 
advantage is the security factor. 

Each partition contains its own 
directoiy and desktop file. If the 
drive experiences problems, chances 
are, it will only do serious damage 
to that particular partition. You 
can also drag items from one 
partition to another and actually 
create a back-up. Some folks keep 
two 20Meg partitions and drag 
those contents back and forth for 
back-ups and defragmenting. Our 
20Meg partition is the client library 
which gets regular floppy backups. 
We don’t have to worry about the 
rest of the drive once it’s backed up 
the first time, because those files 
are unchanging items like 
applications, utilities, and nearly 
40Megs of fonts. 

The second advantage of 
partitioning is speed. Launching 
documents, finding documents, 
opening folders, removing folders, 
and a number of other operations 
require the finder to read and 
update the desktop file and/or the 
drive’s directory. It’s a continual 
process and in a storage device 
capable of holding thousands upon 
thousands of items, this can take 
time. With a partitioned drive, 


operations within a particular 
partition need only to read and 
update that directory/desktop file. 
The same holds true in searching 
for files. DiskTop (CE Software) or 
other file-finding utilities will find 
an item much faster in a 20 or 30 
meg partition than reading the 
entire drive. Reading a 60K file 
obviously takes less time than 
reading a 260K file. 

If you’re running a drive with more 
than 40 Megs, you should use the 
partitioning software that came 
with the package. I strongly 
recommend the purchase of SUM 
utilities from Symantic. Once 
you’ve discovered the pleasures of 
partitioning, you’ll never go back! 

MUG NEWS SERVICE, 1990 

(Fred Showker is Associate Editor for 
the Mug News Service. “60 Second 
Windows”™ are from the graphics 
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The Big Scan: Canvas to 
the Rescue 

by Fred Showker 

Those of you who use a scanner 
should seriously take a look at 
Canvas as an all-purpose 
drawing/painting program. 

One trick I use frequently is 
Thunderscan s ability to scan at a 
predetermined scale. (This will 
work with most any scanner.) This, 
plus the flexibility of Canvas is a 
real time saver in my shop. 

Let’s say you have a half dozen or so 
scans to make. Copy those images 
onto a single sheet of paper. When 
you scan, set your percentage at 300 
or so percent. I sometimes go as 
high as 400% . I still rely on 
Thunderscan because I can set the 
scanner and move on to other, more 
productive chores. The finished 
scan, is then saved as a PICT. 

Opening the PICT with Canvas 
presents you with a six to eight 
page blow-up of your original. From 
here you can copy/paste those 
images into single PICT, Paint or 
TIFF files for further use. Or, you 
can draw from this composite 
document with a PICT supporting 
DA to grab the image you’re looking 
for. Canvas has a handy selection 


lasso and marquee box that will 
“shrink” to the image, allowing you 
to extract portions of the PICT for 
other destinations. 

These large images, even though bit 
mapped, will place and reduce 
nicely into DTP programs. They 
also make very good images for 
future tracing in FreeHand or 
Illustrator. As a “ganged” original, 
the Illustrator user can trace 
several without changing 
templates, or trace them right there 
in Canvas. If it’s a Paint document 
you need, Canvas allows fine-tuning 
of the image for page fit, printer 
resolution, etc, through its 
Object-Specs dialog box. . 

This Object-Specs dialog is one of 
the most useful and powerful 
features of Canvas. Unlike Draw, 
SuperPaint and the others, Canvas 
offers many, many features of 
interest to anyone who needs to 
produce more than the casual 
drawing. This is a powerful (color) 
painting program married to a full 
featured, object oriented drawing 
program. Features abound, like 
unlimited layers, object libraries, 
continuous bezier curves, 72 to 2450 
DPI resolution, editable 
arrowheads, tear-away rulers, 
area/perimeter calculation, 
auto-dimensioning, and a hearty 
helping of CAD support. For our 
shop, Canvas even shines above 
many of the intermediate CAD 
programs. 

If you own a scanner, but don’t own 
Canvas - you should. If you already 
use Canvas, get the manual and 
investigate the subtle powers of this 
wonderful program. 
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Disk of the Month... (coni'd) 

concerning the computer 
industry in general, and the state 
of the Macintosh specifically. 
Much of the info is gleaned from 
UseNet, along with Mac World, 
MacUser, Mac Week, PC Week, 
and Info World. 

Ivan Good 
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AutoCAD 

on the Macintosh 

now available 


Now the industry-standard CAD 

J TM 

software is available for your Macintosh . 


The standard 
to build on. 


The standard 
to manage by. 
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We carry a full line of solutions for Architecture, Engineering and 
Project Management: 

• AutoCAD, Intergraph MicroStation, MiniCad+, Architrion, 
Claris™ Cad; 

• MacProject™, Microplanner, AEC Information Manager; 

• Mutoh, Roland, H.I. and Encad Plotters. 

Call now and find the power to be your best with the easiest 
Computer to use! 



Apple and the Apple logo are registered 
trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. 
Macintosh is a trademark of Apple 
Computer, Inc. 


Authorized Dealer 
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2001a Douglas Street, Victoria, B.C. V8T 4K9 Tel. 383-4485 Fax. 383-2715 
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Roots (cont'd) 

Now go back to B2 and replace the 
"2" with "=B3". You will probably 

g it a dialogue box telling you that 
xcel cannot resolve the circular 
references, so invoke the iteration 
function from the Options:Calculate 
menu, using a difference of 
.0000000001. 

Cell B5 shows how to call the 
built-in function SQRT(2) as a 
check. 


This is an example of quadratic 
convergence: the number of 
significant figures doubles with 
each iteration. 


EXAMPLE 1 ^ 

VALUES FORMULAE 


A 


A 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1.5 

2 

=(Al +(2/Al )V2 

3 

1.416666667 

3 

<A2+(2/A2)V2 

4 

1.414215686 

4 

=(A3+(2/A3))i 

5 

%- 

1.414213562 

5 

=(M+(2/A4))C 


'EXAMPLE 2 ' 

VALUES FORMULAE 

B 


B 



1 


1 

1.414213562 

2 

=B3 

2 

1.414213562 

3 

=(B2+(2/B2)V2 

3 

Check! 

4 

Check! 

4 

1.414213562 

5 

=SQRT(2) 


A FULLWRITE HINT 

If you are working in FullWrite 
Professional® and wish to add a 
header to the Table of Contents you 
have generated : 

1) Open a Posted Note before the 
first Content Note. 

2) Open a Content Note inside the 
Posted Note. 

3) Open a New Ruler in the 
Content Note & place the tabs: 
a left-justify tab at the left, a 
right-justify tab at the right. 

4) Use Format... Tabs to remove 
the tab leaders, if necessary. 

5) Type the text, e.g. "Content" - 
tab - "Page" ana one or two 
carriage-returns to separate the 
headings from the body of the 
Contents. 

6) Close the Contents Note and 
the Posted Note. 
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VMUG Masthead Contest 

or “Get Rid of the Muddy Logo” Contest 

A number of members, including the executive, have noted that 
the Logo, while distinctive, doesn’t really do justice to the 
potential of the Macintosh computer that it is representing. We 
have therefore decided to conduct a contest for a new newsletter 
masthead. 

Submissions must be made to the executive before the 
end of the April meeting! 

Rules: Size: maximum 8" x 3" 

Suitable for the top of the title page of the newsletter 
Must include the words “Victoria Macintosh Users 
Group” and/or “VMUG” 

A committee will be formed to judge the entries, and a prize of a 
gift certificate or game software will be awarded to the winner. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE... TECHNO TERMS 



BIT - similar to nibble. Commonly eight nibbles in a mouthful. See “Byte” 

BYTE - A mouthful, as in “How many bytes in a Big Mac?” 

CHARACTER DENSITY - the number of very weird people in your office or 
agency. 

CHIP - Any number of small crunchy objects often served with onion dip. 

CODE - Usually lasts about three to five days, accompanied by sore throat 
and runny nose. 

COMMAND - Statement presented by a human and accepted by a 
computer in such a manner as to make the human feel as if in command. 

CURSOR - An expert in the use of four-letter words. 

HARDWARE - Typically boots, leather and chains. Contrast with 
software. 

INTERFACE - The opposite of “Getouttomyface”. 

SEMI-CONDUCTOR - A person hired to lead an orchestra before he has 
graduated from the famous director’s school. 

SOFTWARE - Typically silk nightgowns, nylons; contrast with hardware. 


by Derek Morris 


(reprinted from the Front Page) 










































































Byte ^Computers 

2001a Douglas St., Victoria, B.C. V8T 4K9 
Tel: 383-4485 
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^ e havethe 


"solution"! 



✓ Training 
%/ Sales 

✓ Service 


SATURDAYS ONLY 


Authorized Dealer 


SOFTWARE SPECIAL 

25% OFF ALL IN STOCK GAMES 


also .drastically reduced 

INTERFAX -1200 baud modem 

- 4800 baud Fax 

l-ONLY- $350 . 00 
ABATON SCAN 300/SF 

SCANNER 

l-ONLY- $ 598 . 00 
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